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Since we all met last year we have produced two more Newsletters. The October issue contained photos
and stories about Clan Moffat UKʼs involvement in ʻThe Gatheringʼ in Edinburgh last July as part of ʻScotlandʼs
Homecomingʼ celebrations. There was a small party of members who attended and manned our tent in the tented
village at Holyrood Park where it was good to welcome others and meet people interested in their ancestry.
As you know we had had trouble with the printers prior to our last AGM and Gordon and I set about finding a
new one when we went home. We investigated several in our local area of the Wirral and eventually decided on one
quite close to home. The October and April editions were printed by them and I think you would find that they were of
good quality and the cost as reasonable as possible. We couldnʼt do anything about the price increase of postage but
found that if we kept the size of the newsletter to 28 pages this helped the costings a little.
In about April/May I approached Jim Moffat with a view to him taking over the Editorship from me and you will
be pleased to know that he agreed. The Committee were contacted and agreed to the proposal and since then Jim
and I have been working together to transfer information, programmes, page set-up and stories ready for him to
produce the October 2010 Newsletter. Some of you will know him as our Clan Piper and we welcome him to the post.
Do keep sending him your stories or queries and he will try and fit them into the various issues. Jim has been
researching printers to do the work in his area taking into account cost, availability for taking the proof and collecting
the finished newsletters and he has now chosen a company to do the work. I am looking forward to reading the next
edition.
Thank you for all the stories and help everyone has given me over the past 10 years.
Hazel Crammond
Newsletter Editor
Editorial
Here is my first attempt as the new Editor of the Clan Newslettter.
Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue. The content reflects our mixed feelings at this time. On the one
hand celebration of the successful International Gathering and the tenth anniversary of Clan Moffat UK and on
the other sadness at the passing of Margaret Moffat.
I would like to thank former editor, Hazel Crammond for all her support during the transition period. I know her
considerable contribution as Editor for the first ten years has been greatly appreciated by members.
Jim Moffat
New Member of Clan Moffat UK
Welcome to Heather Smith, Norfolk

DEADLINE
MATERIAL FOR
Photographs

APRIL 2011 NEWSLETTER

Front Cover David Moffat
Rosey Moffatt

28 February 2011
Please send material to Editor:
Jim Moffat
moffatclanpiper@me.com
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Letter from Clan Chief
Dear Members,
It is with a touch of sadness that I write today as my mother died on 31st July. She will be remembered by most
of you as she attended all the AGM's except last year and enjoyed meeting you all at the dinners. Fortunately
she went the way she would have wished, both at home and swiftly. She lived a good and long life, being 96 at
the end! Someone said to me that the timing was good and having the Gathering to attend to did distract me for
the weekend. I should like to thank you for your condolences.
I would like to thank those of you who attended the Gathering and who worked so hard to put it all together.
Moffat House did us proud for the Reception and I particularly enjoyed the bus tour of Moffatdale and the Beef
Tub (even though we could not see anything up there)!! The Symposium was most interesting this year and I am
sorry I missed the second half.
At the AGM we were invited by the Americans to go to Washington and Virginia in 2012. I think it will be a most
interesting trip, especially if you are interested in the American Civil War and I would encourage you to try to
come. Hopefully the exchange rate will be better by then!
I hope you all have a good year until we meet again.
Spero Meliora
Jean Moffat of that Ilk

Peggy Moffat, who was Honorary President of Clan Moffat UK sadly died on 31st July 2010. She went as she
would have wished, quickly and at home and did not suffer any illness apart from arthritis and a weak heart at the
end. She was always a great support to her husband Francis in everything he did, particularly when he became
Chief of the Clan. On his death she continued that support in looking after the sale of Clan items and of his
books and always attended the AGM's (even though she could not always hear what was said!) apart from last
year when her mobility became worse. She also enjoyed the get-togethers in the Buccleuch. She leaves behind
the Clan Chief, Madam Jean Moffat of that Ilk and her sister Margaret Anderson, five grandchildren and six great
granddaughters.
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CHAIRMANʼS LETTER
I am writing this after a very successful International Gathering in Moffat, which was well attended by our
American cousins and by a hard core of UK members. It was also the tenth anniversary of the founding of our
Clan Moffat association in the UK, and we had a celebration dinner at the Buccleuch Hotel and a special
anniversary cake.
The visit began well with a coach trip along the reiversʼ trail, which the Americans were particularly enthusiastic
about. On the Thursday evening the Clan Chiefʼs reception was well attended, and we began to get to know
some of our guests from overseas. The ceilidh held the following evening was great fun, and a good way to lose
inhibitions.
On Saturday we had the Moffat Symposium which was very well organised by Colin our genealogist, and there
were some fascinating talks on a variety of subjects connected with either the Moffat clan, or the town of Moffat. I
was particularly fascinated by the talk given by well-known author Alistair Moffat, about the border reivers. The
overall impression I got was how much like present day Afghanistan it must have been in those bad old days;
tribes of lawless men paying allegiance to their local warlords rather than to the government hundreds of miles
away. Alistair certainly stripped away any romantic notions that may have attached themselves to the image of
the reivers.
On Sunday we had the customary march down Moffat High Street to the kirk, and then in the afternoon some of
us went on two minibuses up to Corehead which has been taken over by the Borders Forest Trust (partly with
financial contributions from clan members). Those of us of a more hardy nature went on foot into the Devilʼs
Beeftub, where our cut-throat ancestors hid their stolen cattle.
So a good time was had by all, with the only cloud hanging over proceedings being the sad passing of Margaret,
the Clan Chiefʼs mother the previous week. Madam Jean showed great stoicism in attending the American and
the UK AGMs in spite of her sudden bereavement, and we must hope that she has the same longevity as her 96
year old mother and remains with us for many, many years.
Finally, at our own AGM Norm Moffett, the President of the American Clan Moffat Society, extended an invitation
to as many of our members as are able to make the journey to go to their AGM in Virginia in 2012. Norm said that
when he landed in the UK he felt like he was entering a foreign country, but that the hospitality his party had been
shown made him feel at home, and he looked forward to the opportunity to reciprocate. It would be nice if we
could get as large a delegation as possible from Clan Moffat UK to make the trip, and I hope that the blanket
invitation arouses lots of interest.
Your kinsman,
George.
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DNA REPORT 2009/2010
Gordon Crammond reported that the testees for the project had increased to 50 with all the principle families now
included in the project. The break down given at the Edinburgh International Gathering of 38 testees by FTDNA
was as follows.
34 North European
2 Viking
1 North America – Asian
1 North African – South European
The additional 12 testees appear to fit into the North European group.
Many members have taken advantage of the FTDNA promotions to sign up or extend their existing markers
giving us a greater depth of knowledge for our research.
The project now requires a more professional approach to determine where our original progenitor came from.
Alistair Moffat said in his presentation at the Symposium that his next book was centred on the genetic history of
the Borders. 40 Moffats have had their DNA tested and were being used in the research. These testees are totally
separate to our own project.
A discussion took place about our inclusion with other projects which could only be done with the individuals
consent. The Colonial Moffat Project which can be accessed by their website is very informative but they wish to
keep their research separate.
Gordon Crammond
Acting DNA Co-ordinator

TREASURER’S REPORT 2009/10
The balance at year end was £3924. 54 which was inflated with some advance payments of £551 for
2010/11 subscriptions, and prepayments to the International Gathering of £250, leaving a balance of
£3123. 59, less Life Membership payments £1538. 50.
Working capital for the year 2010/11 will be £1585. 09.
The Acting Treasurer advised that the Halifax was closing down its facility in Heswall at a local Estate
Agents and the account will have to be transferred to either Lloyds TSB where we have our current
account or the Post Office. The Treasurer will make a decision nearer to October depending on the rates
available at the time.
A request was made that the ceiling for the Treasurer to make a single withdrawal should be increased to
£400 and that the Constitution be amended.
Gordon Crammond
Acting Treasurer
7/08/10
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INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 2009/2010

INCOME
Opening Balance
Donations
Subscriptions
Standing Orders

EXPENDITURE

£
2665.99
17.00
1592.00
256.00

£

Stationary

68.21

Postage

247.41

Photocopying

2.98

F.H. Fair—Gateshead

63.52

Sales—Edinburgh

50.00

Proudfoot Institute

45.00

Sales Tapestry

36.97

Mem. Sec’s Expenses

70.39

Interest at Bank

3.54

Moffat—Int. Gath.

795.00

Newsletter

700.00

Website

12.00

Int. Gath—Deposits –trips

150.00

“

100.00

“

“

Moffat House

Secretary’s Expenses

_______

32.42

H B S Balance

3131.34

Lloyds TSB Balance

_793.23

£5416.50

£5416.50

A G Crammond, Acting Treasurer
12/06/2010

Clan Moffat UK 10th Anniversary
Photo Rosey Moffatt
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RED HERRINGS
By David B Moffat (253)
Genealogist's attempts to elucidate their family history are often brought to an abrupt halt by
their encountering the well-known "Brick Wall". Another hazard is that of "Red Herrings" which can lead them off
into quite the wrong direction unless great care is taken to verify all the facts.
It was while studying the life of James Moffat, one of the sons of my great grandfather,
Thomas Moffat, that I began to realise the importance of looking carefully at all the details in BMD records. James
was a ploughman who married Janet Scott in 1875, a domestic servant born in Hoddom. They had a son
Thomas, the following year but his birth cost her her life for she contracted puerperal fever and died three weeks
later and, sadly, her baby also died at the age of eleven weeks leaving James alone. He went on to marry Janet
Anderson in 1878. The 1881 census showed that they had two children. One of them, William, was born in 1879
but the other, Margaret Moffat, was aged eight so she must have been born in or about 1873. A search through
the birth records showed only one Margaret Moffat born about this time and she was born in Kirtlebridge ,
Middlebie, on January 20th, 1872 and was the illegitimate daughter of Janet Moffat, farm servant (Fig. 1).

Fig 1
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There were, however, four snags. (1) The age was slightly wrong (the 1881 census was taken on April 3rd). (2)
Janet Moffat was still Janet Scott in 1872 but I thought that perhaps she had given the name Moffat to the
registrar in anticipation of her subsequent marriage. (3)The informant was "Janet Moffat, her mark,
grandmother". She was thus illiterate which was interesting but Margaret Moffat's grandmother was not called
Janet but Helen Moffat, formerly Reive. (4) The marginal note was extremely difficult to read and I interpreted it
at first as "Dual paternity" which I assumed to mean that Janet wasnʼt entirely sure which of her suitors was the
father and I thought that this had the makings of a good story. However, after seeking some expert help with the
handwriting the marginal note was finally interpreted as Declaration of Paternity (see register of Corrected
entries) vol1(?), p42 (or 112) 15 Dec1874(?0. The RCE (Fig 2) showed that Margaret's father was not James
Moffat but James Scott (another Scott!) of Aiket farm, Ruthwell and in 1871 Janet was also living in Ruthwell as
a kitchen maid. In fact, therefore, all this was a Red Herring and referred to a quite different branch of the Moffat
family. This was confirmed by another look at the 1881 census which showed this Margaret as living in
Kirtlebridge with her mother, Janet, and her grandfather, George Moffat, an agricultural labourer.
A further exhaustive search of the birth records failed to find another Margaret Moffat of the right age until it was
discovered after much trial and error that Margaret was registered under the name Scott. Margaret Scott was
born on 21st November, 1872 and was the illegitimate child of Janet Scott, born in Hoddom. The birth was
notified by William Scott, grandfather. All this data indicates that this was the Janet Scott who later married
James Moffat. It seems, therefore, that James gave Janet her illegitimate child before he finally married her on
June 4th, 1875. After her death he married Janet Anderson and persuaded her to adopt Margaret as their own,
so that she appears as Margaret Moffat in the 1881 census. Margaret went on to have an illegitimate child,
Andrew, of her own and she died of tuberculosis in August 1900.
It was an unfortunate coincidence that there were two Janet Moffats (one of them formerly Janet Scott) each
of whom had an illegitimate daughter called Margaret and one of whom had James Scott as the father of her
child. This whole piece of family history was extremely difficult to elucidate but is a good illustration of the need
to verify every piece of the available evidence.
Fig 2
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Genealogistʼs Report
The Moffat Database is expanding, with the number of entries now in excess of 25,000. Expanding it in size and
quality is close to a full-time occupation. Itʼs been updated every month, and my thanks to Roger Moffat for the
US-based web-site Database facilities and Alan Telford for the Clan UK web-site links, who both ensure that the
update procedure goes very smoothly. The enhanced quality for England has now been completed, having spent
the full year on Cumberland, Westmorland, Northumberland and County Durham. Another major project was entry
of the Swedish data provided by Jeff Benson from Minnesota. Iʼve also had continued contributions from John
Moffat, Canada, who continues to send me certificates which he has bought from scotlandspeople. A major new
development is the publication on the Net, free of charge, of the Irish Censuses of 1901 and 1911. I hope to enter
all Moffat data from them in the future. Iʼm also going to do for Scottish data the same enhanced quality that I
have just completed for England & Wales, although much of it has already been done thanks to John Moffat in
Canada, and the fact that most intense interest pertains to Scottish families.
The work of Jeff Benson (Clan Moffat Newsletter Oct 2009) has shed unexpected light on a possible reason as to
how the Moffat Clan became “heidless”, bereft of a Clan Chief for nigh on 350 years. Robert Moffat was an
adventurous member of a leading family, who took military service with the King of Sweden in the 30-years War.
Robert must have been an excellent soldier and charismatic leader. He was awarded an estate in Värmland,
Western Sweden. He contracted a good marriage with Elisabeth Rutensköld, a Swedish lady whose family had
recently been ennobled. He escaped a death sentence for adultery, when the Queen of Sweden granted a pardon
after a heartfelt plea from his wife. Ultimately, he was awarded a seat in the Riddarhuset (House of Nobles) in the
Swedish Parliament – on condition that he could prove he was a Scottish Noble. Robert travelled back to
Scotland, and convinced the Privy Council to authorise the Lord Chancellor to set his seal to a Birth Brief –
unfortunately, the text of the actual birth brief does not seem to have survived. Presumably Robert embarked on
his return journey to Sweden, but never arrived - probably the ship on which he was travelling foundered, and
Robert was drowned.
The strangest fact here is that Robert would only make the hazardous journey to Scotland only if he fully expected
his Scottish nobility to be confirmed. However, no Moffats have ever received any aristocratic titles. So how come
Robert was so sure he could obtain evidence of noble birth? The only possible explanation would be that he
considered himself to be the Clan Chief – i.e. Robert Moffat of that Ilk – and he had probably already negotiated
with the Swedish Authorities that a Birth Brief from the Scottish Privy Council would be sufficient proof. Even so,
he still considered it necessary to travel in person to assert his claim. Nor do we know where Robert fits into the
Moffat paradigm – but there is one leading candidate to be his father – Robert Moffat of Grantoun and Reddings,
who died in 1630.
The early 1600s were a sorry time for the leading Moffat families. With England and Scotland now under the one
monarch, King James was determined to bring peace, law and order to the Border Region. Execution of troublemakers was rife, and many went abroad to pursue military careers. Estates were confiscated, and awarded to the
Kingʼs supporters – and the Moffats were on the wrong side of these transactions. The senior Moffat of the time
was Robert Moffat of Grantoun and Reddings – he had pledged his estate as security for a debt, and, unable to
re-pay, had in 1628 lost his estate. The times were turbulent, and many records were lost in the later Civil War.
Although Robert “apparently died without issue” (Francis Moffat, The Moffats, p 15) this could just be because his
family has not appeared in the records. He may have married, and had an eldest son named Robert, who,
despairing of the future, took service abroad with the King of Sweden. When his father Robert died he would
inherit a Chieftaincy which by then had become meaningless. It seems that the name “Moffat” lingered on in
Sweden until the mid 1700s, but then faded as there were no persons named Moffat in the earliest censuses.
There are however descendents on the female side.
Back in Scotland, the Moffats of the mid 1600s would know that Robert was in Sweden, and would not agitate for
his title. Indeed, the forename “Robert” drops away, and names such as “James”, “John”, and “William”
predominate. Eventually all memory of the whereabouts of the title faded. It was only some 350 years later that
Francis Moffat proved to the Lord Lyon of Scotland that he was the senior Moffat in direct descent from the earlier
chiefs, with the result that the Lord Lyon recognised him in 1983 as hereditary clan chief with the title “Moffat of
that Ilk”.
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Genealogistʼs Report ( continued )
The early 1600s were a sorry time for the leading Moffat families. With England and Scotland now under the one
monarch, King James was determined to bring peace, law and order to the Border Region. Execution of troublemakers was rife, and many went abroad to pursue military careers. Estates were confiscated, and awarded to the
Kingʼs supporters – and the Moffats were on the wrong side of these transactions. The senior Moffat of the time
was Robert Moffat of Grantoun and Reddings – he had pledged his estate as security for a debt, and, unable to
re-pay, had in 1628 lost his estate. The times were turbulent, and many records were lost in the later Civil War.
Although Robert “apparently died without issue” (Francis Moffat, The Moffats, p 15) this could just be because his
family has not appeared in the records. He may have married, and had an eldest son named Robert, who,
despairing of the future, took service abroad with the King of Sweden. When his father Robert died he would
inherit a Chieftaincy which by then had become meaningless. It seems that the name “Moffat” lingered on in
Sweden until the mid 1700s, but then faded as there were no persons named Moffat in the earliest censuses.
There are however descendents on the female side.
Back in Scotland, the Moffats of the mid 1600s would know that Robert was in Sweden, and would not agitate for
his title. Indeed, the forename “Robert” drops away, and names such as “James”, “John”, and “William”
predominate. Eventually all memory of the whereabouts of the title faded. It was only some 350 years later that
Francis Moffat proved to the Lord Lyon of Scotland that he was the senior Moffat in direct descent from the earlier
chiefs, with the result that the Lord Lyon recognised him in 1983 as hereditary clan chief with the title “Moffat of
that Ilk”.
Colin Moffat,
Genealogist, Clan Moffat UK,
Kingston-on-Thames, September 2010

Border Family History
Conferences
The clan will be having a stall at the
Border Family History Conference in
Melrose 9th October 2010.

Tom Moffatt in Canada who wrote the article about Moffatts in co. Longford, Ireland published in the April 2009
edition has had his last website hacked and has just launched a new one. Members may like to have the new
address: http://longford.ca
Tom writes “ I have added some extra resources to this point, including the 1790 Voters List for all Co. Longford,
but the centre of the site remains the MOFFAT records.
Need to put up maps next, but other than that, everything else seems okay now.”
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Some impressions of the International Gathering.
Moffat was wonderful! My parents and I came for the first time in 2005 and in 2010 my sister and one of my
brothers came too. It is such a comfort and a delight to see the little hamlet of Moffat remain the same. While
some things have been added, our old favorites are all there.
Our Moffat experience this time was particularly memorable because of all our wonderful and gracious UK hosts
who went out of their way to provide quality programs and hospitality from the expert speakers to the tea and
cookies, it was absolutely lovely!
I want to extend some special thanks to Collin who did an exceptional job of organizing our tours and making sure
we were all apprised of our history and our historical stomping grounds. I now know what earthworks are! The
trip to the Devilsʼ Beef Tub and Corehead Farm were especially fascinating. As always, Madam Jean went above
and beyond to make sure everyone felt welcome.
This year we spent more time with our official piper Jim Moffat and count him a fast friend. We hope to welcome
Jim to the USA for the AGM in 2012 in the Washington DC area.
We hope to see all our Moffat friends again in 2015 and dine on our favorites at the Black Bull and the Star Hotel
and stop into Moffat House for after dinner drinks. Until then, we remember with much affection and appreciation
our wonderful trip
Sarah Martin

More Impressions of the Gathering
-- The warm welcome and hospitality of our Scottish and English cousins
-- The great tours of the Borders and the Reivers Trail, which told us so much about our heritage, arranged and
led by Colin Moffat
-- The personal tour of Moffat heritage sites graciously narrated by Madam Jean
-- The stellar symposium put together by Colin Moffat, making it possible for us to learn more about these reivers
and, in their wake, these missionaries whose ancestry we claim
-- The rekindling of old friendships, and the beginning of new ones
-- The spirit of comraderie that prevailed
So much hard work went into making our visit a success--from the walks to the Grey Mare's Tail and up
Corehead, to the champagne at the Clan Chief's reception (just to loosen us up), from that great band at the
ceilidh, to the skirl of the bagpipe. The sum of the parts will long be remembered by all the Martins. We are most
appreciative.
Judy and Lee Martin

I couldn't agree more. i enjoyed dancing at the ceilidh with my father, and new friends. The band was
excellent. I really enjoyed hiking around Corehead, being able to get outside in the hills was spectacular.
Betsy Martin Jacunski
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CLAN MOFFAT ITEMS
Paperweight
£5.99
Coasters (pk of 2)
£4.00
Fridge magnets
£2.99
Decorative spoons
£3.99
Decorative thimbles
£2.99
Bookmarks
£0.75
Postcards
£1.00
ʻThe Moffatsʼ mini book £2.50
Corsages – small
£5.50
Large
£6.50
Please add 50p per item towards p&p.

ʻThe Moffatsʼ book by Major Francis Moffat
£25 + p&p
Clan Badges
£13.95 + p&p
Kilt Pins
£13.95 + p&p
Leather key fobs
£12.95 + p&p
Available shortly
China mugs
£9.50 incl. p&p
Whisky glasses £9.50 incl. p&p
Cuff links.
Tot glasses.

Available from Erica Seggie, Whinney Brae, Tundergarth, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire DG11 2PP.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CLAN MOFFAT LITERATURE
and NEWSLETTERS CDs

CLAN MOFFAT CREST
IN CROSS STITCH

Both run on Windows or
Apple-Mac PC

Kit includes 14 count Aida, threads,
needle, chart
and full instructions.
Crest on a background of the
Clan Moffat tartan.

(1) Five rare and early books on the Moffat
Family and Town.
(i) A Short History of the Family of Moffat of
that Ilk, Robert Maxwell Moffat, Jersey,
1908
(ii) History of Moffat, W. Robertson Turnbull,
1871
(iii) Moffat Past and Present, John Brown,
1873
(iv) Fairfoul's Guide to Moffat, 1879
(v) Robert Moffat, Hero of Kuruman, David
Deane, 1890

(A coloured photo is available on request)

Designed by Bunty Davies, member 24
in co-operation with the Clan Chief
The cost is £16.50 (plus p&p)
with a percentage going to Clan Moffat
UK

(2) Clan Moffat UK & Eire Newsletters on CD
No.1 (Oct 2000) to No.12 (April 2006)

For kits or further information, please
contact
Bunty Davies Tel: 01556 612463 or
Email: bunty.davies@fsmail.net

Supplied in PDF Format, for reading on your PC,
or printing into a book at your local copy-shop.
The cost is £15.00 per CD (inc P & P)
with a percentage going to Clan Moffat UK.
Please send cheque made payable to
"C. Moffat"
address: 74 Dickerage Road, Kingston-onThames, Surrey, KT1 3SS.

GIFT OF MEMBERSHIP
Do you have friends with Moffat connections or
family who are not yet members of Clan Moffat
UK?
Membership of the Clan makes an ideal birthday
or Christmas gift.
If you would like to gift a membership please
contact the membership secretary for a form.

--------------------------------------------------------1. Please send me ..... copies of the
Moffat Literature CD.
2. Please send me ..….. .copies of the
Clan Moffat UK & Eire Newsletters CD.
I enclose a cheque for £................sterling

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~

Name ....................……………………….
Address .......................................……………
……………………………………………………
Tel…………………………
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THE REIVERSʼ TRAIL
Under the leadership of Black Dick Badger, Captain of the Moffat Guard, a band of Moffat reivers, accompanied by
other Moffat hangers-on, essayed a foray into the most dangerous bandit country in all of Scotland, the feared and
infamous Liddesdale, inhabited by the fearsome and lawless Clans of Armstrong and Elliott.
First stop was the stronghold of Clan Armstrong, where we were greeted by the Clan Chief in person – Ted
Armstrong – a veteran campaigner, who revived the Armstrong Clan only several years back. Gilnockie is one of
the finest and best-preserved examples of a reiverʼs tower house or ʻpeleʼ. It was once a fortified home with narrow
windows through which shots could be fired. When under attack its inhabitants could retire to the roof and throw
down unpleasant things on would-be invaders.
In the tower, the animals were kept in the basement. There was a fireplace on the first floor and herbs and flowers
were strewn on the ground to keep the air fresh. One of the most famous border reivers, Johnnie Armstrong of
Gilnockie, lived in his tower on the banks of the River Esk. It was from Gilnockie that the rescue party set out in
Autumn 1596, in order to free Kinmont Willie Armstrong, kidnapped by the English, and incarcerated in Carlisle
Castle.

Ted Armstrong greeting the Moffat raiding party (photo: Rosey Moffatt)

Ted Armstrong giving a visible demonstration
of the Armstrong motto (photo: Roger Moffat)
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Gilnockie Tower (Photo: Rosey Moffatt)

Lang Sandy
As we entered Liddesdale, we came to Rowanburn with its memorial to Lang Sandy. The reiver Sandy Armstrong
was over six feet tall, which was a huge height 400 years ago. He and his family lived in a tower house in the
nearby fields but the early 17th century took a terrible toll. In 1603, Scotlandʼs King, James VI, went south to
become King James 1st of England, and the reiving that had once been acceptable on the edges of his land was
no longer so in the middle of his new kingdom.
In the so-called ʻpacificationʼ of the borders, reivers were rounded up. Armstrongs, Elliots, Grahams, Littles and
others... they were either killed, shipped to Northern Ireland, or sent to fight in Europe. Lang Sandy was hanged along with his 11 sons. Clans like the Armstrongs and Grahams resisted to the end and lost everything. Others,
like the Scotts and Johnstones, put down the sword, picked up the pen and became lawyers and politicians - and
later aristocrats and landowners.
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Paying homage to Lang Sandy (photo: Roger Moffat)

Tourneyholm

Liddel Water is the boundary between England and Scotland. A few miles on, a bend in the river brings it close to
the road. At this point, the Kershope Burn joins Liddel Water from the south. The border between Scotland and
England makes a sharp turn to follow Kershope Burn.. We crossed the River, and took out lunch break on the
actual border. Today these waters, the River Liddel and the smaller Kershopeburn, form a peaceful boundary
between England and Scotland. But four centuries ago these fields at Kershopefoot would have echoed to the
sound of fighting, with disputes often ending in murder.
Across the Kershope Burn, and a few meters into Scotland is a flat alluvial field called the Tourneyholm, a place of
tournament where arguments were settled by single combat. In one such encounter Wee Jock Elliot, fought and
injured the Scottish Warden, Lord Bothwell. Local Wardens met here on days of truce to sort out disputes and
exchange prisoners. The English Warden and his entourage would send a rider through the water to ask for peace
until the following sunrise. The Scots then sent a horseman back and both Wardens held up their hands in token of
good faith. The English then advanced into Scotland. As well as the laws of their own countries, reivers had local
laws. But these were often broken. In 1596 Kinmont Willie Armstrong, a notorious reiver, was unfairly captured not
far from here on a day of truce. The English imprisoned him in Carlisle Castle, but he was rescued in a daring raid
by another Scottish reiver, the bold Scott of Buccleuch.
Kershope Burn has another post-industrial memento, in that the site is bisected by the track of the Carlisle to
Edinburgh railway. Here was the site of a station, the passenger part in England, and the Goods depot in Scotland.
All was swept away in 1963, when the Government appointed Dr. Beeching to identify and close all uneconomic
railways in the UK. The track through Tourneyholm was a sad reminder of this period.
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You are now entering another country (Photo: Roger Moffat)

The Milnholm Cross
This is the oldest relic of the infamous Armstrong clan. Almost three meters in height it is a Christian
Cross carved from stone, with a Reiver Sword prominently displayed down the central upright. This
monument is dated in the late mediaeval period around 1300, and was erected to commemorate an
Armstrong Laird who was killed at nearby Hermitage Castle.
Hermitage
ʻGuardhouse of the bloodiest valley in Britainʼ, mighty Hermitage, ʻthe Strength of Liddesdaleʼ, was a
formidable fortress, right in the heart of reiver country. In the 13th century, the wicked Lord de Soules
held sway here. Tradition says he was eventually encased in lead and boiled alive by a local magician.
Hermitage then became a stronghold of the English Dacre family of Cumberland, and next of the
powerful Earls of Douglas. In 1566, James Hepburn, 4th Earl of Bothwell, was badly wounded in a
skirmish by Wee Jock Elliot of the Park, a noted reiver. The Earlʼs bodyguards carried him back to
Hermitage, only to find more Elliots had taken the castle and he had to bargain to get into his own
home.
Now Hermitage stands roofless and windswept but it is still an awesome sight. Indeed, it is said that
none but the descendant of a border reiver dares spend a night here.

The reivers arrive at Hermitage (Photo: Rosey Moffatt)
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The castle is still a deeply forbidding place (Photo: Rosey Moffatt)

The Guardian of the Hermitage is still on watch (Photo: Rosey Moffatt)

Where none dare follow
We left Hermitage Castle by driving back over the desolate moorlands. It was easy to understand how the reivers
who knew the territory could just melt into the countryside. Those that tried to follow them would soon get lost in the
maze of inter-locking hills, or get trapped in the ever-present marshlands. Thus we escaped unscathed from our
sojourn in Liddesdale, and returned to the family HQ in Moffat.
17

The Times, November 16th 2007.

Peter Moffatt
Actor and director who was responsible for some of television's most popular dramas.
In a career spanning nearly 30 years Peter Moffatt directed some of television's most popular dramas. They
included Doctor Who, on which he was responsible for 19 episodes between 1980 and 1985, guiding three
different doctors in Tom Baker, Peter Davison and Colin Baker.
He also directed Doctor Who: The Five Doctors, a feature-length special for the show's 20th anniversary in 1983.
Davison went on to play Tristan Farnon in the country vet series All Creatures Great and Small, on which Moffatt
became a regular director in the late Eighties.
Although he directed television adaptations of Joe Orton's Entertaining Mr Sloane and the Frederick Lonsdale
comedy, On Approval (both in 1968), Moffatt worked mainly on series with established formats rather than on
single plays.
He was essentially a reliable craftsman who could turn his hand to a variety of work, from the science-fiction
fantasies of Doctor Who to the grim realism of the prison drama, Within These Walls, always doing a professional
job.
Moffatt was born in Newington, Kent, and attended Bootham School in York. He joined the RAF during the Second
World War but was shot down and captured and spent three and a half years in the German prison camp, Stalag
Luft III, made famous by The Great Escape. During this time he helped to stage more than 100 productions of
plays for fellow prisoners.
After the war he became an actor, joining the Colchester repertory under Joan Kemp-Welch. They began a long
relationship and eventually married. When she took over the Wilson Barrett company in Edinburgh he went with
her, writing revues as well as acting.
In 1955 Kemp-Welch moved into television, where she was to have a distinguished career, and helped Moffatt,
never more than a competent actor, to make the switch to direction.
He started to make his mark in the 1960s when he worked on the popular ITV shows, Crane, starring Patrick Allen
as a Morcocco-based adventurer, and No Hiding Place, the Scotland Yard series with Raymond Francis.
In the early 1980s he directed episodes of the police series The Gentle Touch and Juliet Bravo, both of which were
notable for the time for featuring a woman as the central character.
He married Kemp-Welch in 1959. Although she was older by 17 years, it was a successful union which lasted until
her death in 1959. There were no children.
copyright The Times 2/11/2007.
Peter Moffatt, actor and television director, was born in April 15, 1922. He died on October 21, 2007, aged
85.
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Report on Symposium of Moffat Lore, Moffat, 7th August 2010
In association with the international gathering of the American and UK Moffat Clans, a symposium was held in the
Proudfoot Institute, Moffat, on 7th August 2005. Some seven speakers from England and Scotland gave
presentations on various aspects of Moffat lore, history and architecture. The Symposium was chaired by George
W. Moffat. To introduce the Symposium, the Clan Chief, Jean Moffat of that Ilk, took the opportunity to welcome
our American guests to Moffat, and to thank those who had expressed condolences of the recent death of her
mother.
First up was Peter Beck-Samuels, Chairman of the Moffat Town Hall Redevelopment Trust. The aim of the Trust is
to take into ownership, refurbish and redevelop the Town Hall for the benefit of the Moffat Community. The Town
Hall had been built in 1827, and used as Assembly Rooms and Baths for the Moffat Spa. It was widely used as a
venue for Meetings, Concerts and Balls. But it was now showing its age, and needed significant refurbishment to
avoid the ignominy of demolition. Peter showed the Architects plans for the re-developed Town Hall, retaining the
present façade, but with a new glazed wing attached. Funding has been received from Historic Scotland, but the
Lottery had turned down a request for funding. Peter promised the Trust would continue its mission to preserve
and enhance the Town Hall.
The following presentation was by Peter Dreghorn, a volunteer with the Borders Forest Trust. The Trust had
recently succeeded in the purchase of Corehead farm, a property that includes the Devilʼs Beeftub. He thanked
both Clan Moffat USA and Clan Moffat UK for contributing, and both Clans are now Stakeholders in the Trust.
Peter showed how the land would be moved away from intensive sheep rearing, and returned to a more
ecologically friendly environment. The Trust would aim to restore part of the property to the Ettrick Forest, and
provide an environment where a rich diversity of native flora and fauna could re-establish itself.
Jim Storrar is a native of Moffat, although he now lives in London. Throughout his professional life, Jim has been
collecting data, stories and memorabilia from Moffat and the surrounding Parishes. He is now publishing this
information in a series of volumes with the general title of Moffat Miscellany. Already published are Early Visitors
and their Impressions of Moffat (2008), Crime and Punishment, Accident and Disaster (2009) and A Moffat
Bedside Book (2010). Jim is planning further volumes on the Archaeology of Moffat, and Literary Associations and
Verse.
Next was Alistair Moffat, well known as a broadcaster for Channel 4 and Scottish Borders Television. His subject,
and the title of his most recent book, was The Reivers. He explained the reasons behind the complete breakdown
of an ordered society during the late Mediaeval period in the Borders of Scotland. He showed how each of the
family groups owed allegiance solely to their own surname, and conducted bitter feuds with other surnames.
These families had scant loyalty to either England or Scotland, but lived by raising livestock, as well as thieving it
from their neighbours on either side of the Border. The end of this society came about when King James, having
unified the crowns of England and Scotland, enforced peace by a ruthless destruction of the reiving society. Even
so there was some culture and Border Ballads were a way of maintaining ones identity. Alistair read several
passages from his book. At the coffee break which followed, a queue of people formed to meet Alistair in person,
and purchase a copy of the book autographed by the author.

Photo: Roger Moffat
Alistair Moffat reading excerpts from “The Reivers”
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After the Coffee Break, Stephen Moffat gave a personal family history of the Moffatt family in the lead mining
district of Alston in Cumberland. He showed how subsistence farmers from the area of Dumfries had moved to the
high Pennines in Cumberland. They supplemented agricultural sustenance by mining lead. This soon became
their full time occupation. But, although it provided income life expectancy was short. As lead mining dried up, the
Moffatts moved away, into the areas of heavy industry in Newcastle and Sunderland. Stephen showed how he
was born in Stockton-on-Tees, but moved away as far as California, where he works in the IT industry. Stephen
then took us back through the generations of his own family, showing the Moffatt Shop in Woodland, County
Durham, the Yeoman Moffatt Painters, and the Post Office in Nenthead, Cumberland run by the redoubtable
Postmistress Hannah Moffatt.

From the outset, David Burns Moffat made it clear that as a retired Professor of Anatomy from Cardiff University,
he wasnʼt and never had been a social historian. The 19th century had seen many changes, especially in
population migration to the industry of the larger cities, leading to overcrowded and insanitary conditions.
Tuberculosis and typhoid were widespread, and in 1832 Dumfries had suffered an outbreak of cholera in which
more than 420 people died. In the rural areas, the big farmers took ever more land, which they enclosed with
hedges or dry stone walls. The less well off community took work as farm servants and labourers, housekeepers,
cooks, grooms and gamekeepers. David took up the case of Margaret Moffat, the illegitimate daughter of Janet
Moffat, who worked as a servant in Stapleton Hall. Margaret herself became pregnant, father unknown, but
probably a fellow servant. Margaret died of tuberculosis five years later, and the fate of her child is unknown. David
showed a page from the book of births in 1890 from Dumfriesshire, in which all the births were the illegitimate
children to women who were domestic servants. However, despite the toils of rural life, the people had a healthier
life-style than their counterparts in the cities. Excluding infant mortality, life expectancy in Dumfriesshire was 55,
whereas in Glasgow it was just 30, and Scotland as a whole at 42. But David finished by pointing out that rural life
was blighted by prevalence of non-fatal diseases such as chronic bronchitis, minor infections, malnutrition, arthritis
and farming accidents which must have been extremely common and would have made life even more miserable.

In January 2008, David and Niamh Elliott acquired a Historic "B" Listed Building in Academy Road, Moffat. It
was built in 1751 by Archbald Moffatt, a Kirk Elder who was established as a Weaver in Moffat by 1744. To be
ordained a Kirk Elder for life in 1748 by the age of 30 indicates that Archbald came from a family of consequence
with a close blood relative being a Minister in the Kirk.
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The house built with nine rooms on two and a half floors, with offices, outbuildings and walled garden was at the
time the most significant house in Moffat and was known as Archbald Moffatt's House and Garden at
Townhead. The Minister at Moffat from 1762-1783 was Rev Dr John Walker first Professor of Natural History at
Edindurgh University and Scotland's foremost Naturalist of the 18th Century. From their close Ministry it is clear
that Dr Walker provided expertise and plants for Archbald Moffatt's walled garden of fruit trees, berry bushes,
flowers and herbs. It has been David and Niamh's mission to restore the house and garden as built. The historic
site virtually unaltered is still extant, but needs conservation and restoration. It is a measure of the importance of
Archbald Moffatt House that one of Scotlandʼs most prestigious Conservation Architects Simpson and Brown,
Edinburgh wish to be associated with it. The presentation was given by Luke Moloney, Architect. The house,
originally thatched is one of the few remaining boulder and clay mortar houses in Scotland which still retains
some internal clay plasters. The use of clay mortar for building and thatch for roofing was forbidden by a building
Act in 1762, thereafter all houses had to be built using lime mortar and roofed with slates. The archaeology of the
site together with the 1751 social and historical context of the building, it's material science, that it was built by a
significant Moffatt in Moffat, that it is so little altered renders it a site of great importance to the built heritage of
Scotland.
Readers with long memories may remember the presentation given by Marion Carlin in 2005, in which she
outlined the achievements of the male heirs of Robert Moffat, the celebrated missionary to South Africa. At that
time she had said she would present the achievements of Robertʼs female heirs on another occasion, and she now
kept her promise. She began with Mary Smith, who embarked on a 3-month voyage to South Africa, to meet up
with Robert Moffat for marriage. To Robert she bore ten children. She was renowned for her discipline, fortitude,
and organisational skills, all of which she passed on to her children. Marion also showed a picture of Emily Unwin,
who married John Smith Moffat, and described her journey through Africa by ox-wagon train. Hazards included
righting overturned wagons, repairing damaged wagons, and fording wagons through swollen rivers. Emily was
equally doughty in bringing up eleven children in the South African outback. Marion showed a picture of young
Moffat children learning to plough with oxen, and showed that oxen were still used at Chengwelo School in Zambia
today.
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The final presentation was on Heraldry by Leslie Moffat. He began by saying that a man in full armour was
unrecognisable, so each man wore a distinctive coat over his armour – a coat of Arms. Since no two men in the
same region could wear exactly the same coat of arms, they began to be treated as personal symbols. Helmets,
crest and mottos added to the evolution of coats of arms. All arms in Scotland are under the control of the Lord
Lyon, who is the personal representative of the monarch, charged with regulation arms. Leslie showed how a new
grant of arms may be granted to any deserving person, on payment of the appropriate fee. He gave examples
from Francis Moffat of that Ilk (1983), Raymond Henry Moffat (1988), Victoria Moffat Glidewell (1988). Leslie then
showed his own coat of arms, and it is pictured here.(Back page}. Bearing in mind that Leslie is a urological
surgeon by profession, see how many double entendres you can spot!
Colin Moffat

Ian and Betty Tefordʼs trip to
Shetland

Sublime with the ridiculous behind it (the beige one is our little
postwar Riley)
queuing for the Shetland ferry.
After taking part in the Shetland Motor Show and rally, we set off to
research Moffat genealogies. Plenty of variations, including Mouats
and Mowats.
Betty
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Letter to the Editor
William de Monte Alto
On our recent visit to Gilnockie, I saw a book “An Introduction to the Scots Language” by J. C. Little. On p 4 he
gives a facsimile page from the Scottish National Dictionary. One of the entries is “AGNAMED”, and he gives the
example “He was agnamed Gulielmus de monte alto” (Scotland 1834, H. Miller, Scenes and Leg. iv (1857) 47.
This quote refers to William de Monte Alto, progenitor of the Moffat Clan. Can anyone follow up on this reference
– in case there is more information regarding William?
Colin Moffat

These are the Nicholsons, crofters who live in an old Moffat homestead
at Walls, Shetland. Colin Moffat asked me to try and find this
place, at the same time Jason Moffat of New Zealand had been
trying to trace it and they both wished to have some some pictures,
as it was one of the homes of one of Jason's Shetland ancestors.
Jason's family tree is on the Clan database and he has also had contact
with ClanMoffat.Org.
The Nicholsons family were incredibly helpful and hospitable and we
eventually travelled to Walls on two days, being taken on a tour of
the area in a minibus and being introduced to Captain "Drewie" Georgeson, local genealogist.
This, without any prior notice, we just arrived unannounced on their
dorstep!
We were invited to Drewie's home and he went through any relevant data
and gave us access to his records. Interestingly, another New Zealand
couple had alsorecently arrived in Walls researching their ancestors.
The area is very beautiful and completely unspoilt but like all the
places we visited in the Shetlands, there is tremendous community
spirit and everyone is very welcoming.
Betty Telford Sep 2010
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GLEANINGS
Gravestone Inscriptions
(a) From the Churchyard at Eskdalemuir
Erected in Memory of Janet Frame wife of John Moffat who died at Glendearg 5th July 1890 aged 61 years. Also
George their son who died at Deloraine Burn 20th May 1881 aged 6 years. Also the above John Moffat who died at
Dalgliesh 28th February 1912 aged 86 years. Also Jane Rankine her mother who died at Deloraine Burn 28th April
aged 87 years. Also William Moffat their son who died at Holylee Farm, Walkerburn 23rd February 1926 aged 62
years. Also Janet Little Pringle, wife of the above William Moffat, who died at Burnhead Cottages, Hawick on the
19th April 1934 aged 83 years.
In memory of Mary Moffat, wife of James Graham who died at Gairwald Cottage 3rd January 1887, aged 49 years.
Also the above James Graham who died 24th January 1894 aged 58 years.
In memory of Walter beloved husband of Mary Moffat who died at Dumfries Infirmary 2nd May 1925 aged 54 years.
Also Margaret Bell, daughter of the above, who died at Sandyforth 2nd November 1926 aged 38 years and Mary
Jane Bell, widow of the above who died at Doubnam 20th May 1932 aged 68 years.
(b) From the New Moffat Cemetery
In loving memory of Andrew Hastie Moffat beloved husband of Jean, died 14th October 1990 aged 68 years.
In loving memory of David Moffat dearly loved husband, father and grandfather, born 8.2.1928 died 23.4.1988.
In memory of John Moffat who died at Ashfield 3.1.1955 and his wife Mary Brydon Moffat who died 4.1.1950.
In loving memory of Iris Moffat, beloved daughter of Irvine & Jessie, died 27.6.2005 aged 70 years.

Further to her article about William Moffat 1737-1822 (Memorial
in Bath Abbey) on page 16 of April 2010 edition of Clan Moffat
UK Newsletter, Hazel Crammond has found this photograph and
writes,
“ I quoted that the statue was the wife of James Moffat but
obviously it is not and is Elizabeth wife of William Moffat of
Bloomsbury.”

Copyright - Bath Abbey
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The following article was found by Betty Telford and appeared in Moffat News April 22nd 2010
Moffat and Beattock Seniors Forum
Moffat and Beattock Seniors Forum held its last meeting on Tuesday April 13 at the Buccleuch Hotel Moffat.
Members and friends were treated to a most interesting and inspired talk from John Murray about the origins of
Moffat Museum.
John shared his thoughts and feelings - when as a younger man he saw the changes in Moffat High Street and the
loss of some shop frontages - that an era was coming to an end. Memories of old Moffat would disappear if nothing
was done to preserve them.
In 1981 £21,000 was made available via the then community council. It took a year to find suitable premises and
Featherstoneʼs Bakery was purchased.
There were twelve people in the development group, who worked very hard with the help of Scottish Museums
Council, which supplied an in house architect, display cabinets and advice on design for the Museum.
After all the timbers were renewed and much more rebuilding and renovation the Museum was opened two years
later, again with much support from local people, who over the years have given almost £24,000 from the coffee
mornings,
At one time 50p admission was charged, but over the years this was scrapped and John reckoned that with the
money donated in the jar - it breaks even.
5,600 people went through the doors last year - 600 were children - and there are good links with the school.
Plans have been made to extend and refurbish the Museum and Harthope House has been purchased. This will
allow a front entrance from the main street. Hopefully this will come into force in about two years time.
The constitution has been changed and the Trustees are now the present committee members.
With the help and support of them and volunteers Moffat Museum will survive.
A big thank you to John for his personal, passionate and humorous talk and appreciation to all the people in the
past for all their hard work.
Thanks also to the Buccleuch Hotel.

ITU World Championship: Emma Moffatt wins world
title with second place Grand Final
Australia advanced more than fair at the ITU World Championship Series Grand
Final in Budapest as Olympic champion Emma Snowsill claimed the race victory
and Emma Moffatt’s second place earned her back-to-back world triathlon titles.

CCareer Highlights: Emma Moffatt
World Champion, 2009, ITU Triathlon World
Championship
Bronze medallist, 2008 Olympic Games
(Beijing)
2007 Triathlon Australia, Athlete of the Year
Five ITU Triathlon World Cup medals
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From Emma Moffatʼs website

Tartan Day Argentina

Dear Brothers,
Yesterday I shared with my daughter, my girl friend and friends of the Scottish community, the Tartan Day.
Argentina is the largest community outside the English speaking world with a large number of people of Scottish
descent and yesterday we celebrated with a wonderful Tartan Day parade of Scottish porteños. Pipes, drums,
and dancers were present.
Tartan Day is a celebration of Scottish heritage. It is held on April 6th the date on which the Declaration of
Arbroath was signed in 1320. The Declaration of Arbroath was a declaration of Scottish independence.
Lucia, my daughter danced highland dances quite well, almost as well as her father ( joke ). Marcelita, my sister,
came with her children, Guadalupe, Gonzalo and Joaquin. I was very happy to see them.
I was very proud to be named the bearer of the key of Arbroath Abbey.
Eduardo ( Teddy ) Moffat
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John 'Jock' Moffat Joins the Clan Moffat Hall of Fame
A recent innovation is the Clan Moffat Roll of Honour, honouring Clansmen and Clanswomen who, by their works
great or small have brought honour to the Moffat name, or who have contributed to the general good of Clan Moffat.
John Moffat agreed to become its first member. He was part of the team that disabled the steering mechanism on
Bismarck, enabling her eventual sinking by the Task Force.

Photo: Citation presented to Lt Cmdr John Charlton Moffat, R.N.V.R., by Gordon and Hazel Crammond
on behalf of Clan Moffat UK - September 2010.

Leslie Moffatʼs
coat of arms
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