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From the Editor
Welcome to the Spring edition of Moffatalia. As I mentioned in
October, it was decided at the AGM that it was time for a change of
title for our publication. I hope you like the new format and I
would welcome any of your comments which will help me with
further developments.
There has been very little interest from the membership in
receiving the publication digitally and this is something we may
return to at a later date.
Thank you to Niamh Elliott for the beautiful photograph on the
cover, taken just outside Moffat this winter. It offers a striking
contrast to Walter Wilkinson’s description of the heatwave in the

In his teens he regularly visited the swimming baths with his
friends and this is where he met June, the love of his life.
Gordon married June in February 1950, they were married for 64
years and had 7 children, Linda, Vivienne, John, Gordon, Julie,
Peter (deceased) & Kay and yes it sounds like the 'Walton’s' if
any of you remember that TV series.
They have 15 grandchildren & 18 great grandchildren (2 more
great grandchildren born since he passed away).
Gordon enjoyed fishing and would go on matches now and
again - very rarely winning anything, though like all fishermen,
the big one always got away.
He also loved his garden and would spend hours mowing,
planting, raking and pruning. He was a very sociable man and
often stopped his gardening to have a chat and a joke with
anyone who was passing by.

Jim Moffat

He could be grumpy at times of course but also very playful
especially playing with his grandchildren tickling them until
they couldn’t breathe and making them laugh until they had
tears streaming down their faces, but what he will be
remembered for was his commitment and love for his family and
friends who he would always be there for.

Editor

If his family could say 3 things about Gordon what would they

moffatclanpiper@me.com

be? Well 3 are not enough, he was everything good you would

Moffat area in the nineteen thirties. We can’t promise you a
heatwave in August but it would be great to see anyone who can
make the AGM.

Photographs - Cover - Niamh Elliott
Inside pages - Jim Moffat

want to find in anyone.
Gordon was a warm, loving and wonderful husband, dad,
grandad, great-grandad, brother, uncle and father-in-law.

Deadline for Autumn 2015 Edition - 31st August
4
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Eulogy
Gordon Moffatt – 1932-2014
Gordon was born on the

30th

May 1932 to George & May Moffatt in

Sheffield. He has a sister Barbara and a brother Ian. He passed
away after a short illness on 9th July 2014.
Gordon

after

leaving

school,

worked

as

Chairman’s Report
2015 has arrived and while many of us have entered the new year
with prospects improving, some find themselves facing very
difficult times. I am sure you will all join me in sending them and
their loved ones our heartfelt love and support.
As far as Clan Moffat is concerned 2015 looks like being a fairly
quiet year after the excitement of the Homecoming and

a

Bannockburn events last year. I am now about as retired as I’m

painter and decorator,

ever likely to be so should have more time to attend to Clan

miner, grinder and later

matters. The writing competition starts for the second year shortly

in

and I’m looking forward to sitting with some strong coffee to see

life worked in the

steel

works

until

he

what the children come up with this year. There is a conference in

retired.

Stirling on the 25th April and a Clan Event Fund meeting in
Dumfries on the 16th June, both of which Bunty, Erica and I will be

He started his national
service

with

Cameron

Highlanders

attending. The response to the questionnaire regarding the AGM

the

weekend was a bit disappointing so I’m hoping it means that
we’re doing everything perfectly and I look forward to seeing as

then when they went to

many of you there as can make it.

Korea he transferred to
the 1st Battalion, Black

My thanks as ever go to our committee members for all their hard

Watch.

his

work which mostly continues behind the scenes, their hard work,

training at Fort George

ability, and dedication means that Clan Moffat continues to lead

and then was stationed in Germany. His fondness of the pipes and

where others follow and are now instantly recognised at the

drums was evident in the many afternoons he spent listening to his

events we attend.

He

did

tapes and cd's. Special favourites were The Black Bear (the Black
Watch regimental march I believe), Flower of Scotland and
Highland Laddie.
24

Yours aye,
David Kennedy-Moffat
5

Clan Chief Madam Jean Moffat of that Ilk

He loved spending time with our two young grandchildren Amy
Harriet born 25th of November 2008 and Samuel Jacob born 9th
May 2012. They are Lorraine’s children.
He spent his working life in the motor trade and retired early
from his job as stores manager at a local motor factor because of
health problems. He loved animals and we had both a cat and a
dog. He was a member of the B.T.O and he used to do garden
bird watch every week. He also used to follow F1 motor racing.
He liked to cook and was also good at DIY from painting and
decorating to car maintenance.
Sheila Muffett, February 2015

Viking Treasure Trove discovered in
Dumfries and Galloway
One of the largest hoards of Viking treasure has been discovered
by a metal detector enthusiast on Church of Scotland land in
Dumfries and Galloway. The hoard contains over a hundred
items including an early Christian cross of solid silver, thought to
date from the ninth or tenth centuries. The cross has enamelled
decorations considered to be highly unusual.
The hoard is now in the care of the Treasure Trove Unit and is
likely to reveal new insights into Viking culture of the time.
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Rodney Muffett 1945 -2014
Dear Members,

Rodney was born on 22nd
October 1945 second child of

I hope you have survived the winter. It has been a nice one down

Harry and Annie Lily Muffett.

here although quite cold.

They already had a six-year-

was

Flamborough

born
Road

I prefer it that way (good Scottish

blood you see, having been brought up without central heating!)

old daughter Janine.
He

Clan Chief’s Letter

I know Scotland has had a really wet winter, however as I write
at

this I think Spring has finally sprung thank goodness.

52

Ruislip

I am thinking ahead to our AGM in August. This year will be our

Middlesex. They moved to

15th anniversary.

Long Eaton when he was 11

We have a lot of the same people working on

the Committee since that time and I thank you for your loyalty.

years old because of his father's

So do try to come if you can as it would be lovely to see more of

work.

you. We would like to plan a more eventful weekend where we

We married in July 1969 and had two children Lorraine Amanda
and Alexander Sean. We celebrated our 45th wedding anniversary
a week before he died suddenly and unexpected on 7th August
2014.

could have more excursions but we do need the numbers. New
faces are always welcome. We would also welcome any help you
can give. It is not an onerous job, but some people would like to
retire.
Until the summer

He had been on kidney dialysis since December 2011 which was a
lifestyle change.We couldn't just get up and go. Everything had to

Spero Meliora

be planned in advance. In January 2014 he ended up becoming a
wheelchair user because of osteoarthritis in both knees. He was
awaiting replacement knee surgery of both knees.
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Membership
Secretary’s Report

The girl in the high-rise building
A little girl in a high-rise building
on the twelfth floor of the blue

Once again we will have a table at the SAFHS Conference on 25th

She sat and longed for the playground

April. This year it is being held in Stirling so Bunty and I will be

She couldn’t possibly reach

staying in Bannockburn as last year.

She sat as a prisoner up in space

The Lowland Gathering and Pipe Band Competition will be held

and wiped the tears away with her hand

in Stranraer again on Saturday 29th August.

which should be caressing the earth

interested in manning a Clan Tent please let me know as soon as

and baking cakes of clayey sand

possible. Ideally we would need a minimum of 4 people.

She wanted to pick cute little flowers

Membership renewal forms will be sent out to you at the

and press her nose against the green grass

beginning of May. The subscription rates remain the same. If

She wanted to embrace the tree trunks

members have plans to be away at that time I am happy to take

She wanted to live and have it nice

renewals beforehand. This past year we have lost 9 members. If

If anyone is

you know of anyone who is interested in joining us please let me
But all the adults are so stupid,

know and I will contact them.

they cannot imagine or play
They build boxes on top of each other

I hope members will continue to support us and more of you will

In which people are forced to stay

attend your AGM on 22nd August. I look forward to meeting
with you then.

The houses are dwellings of oneness
The streets are all of concrete

Erica.

The lawns are all neatly mown

Email: erica@eastalbasw.plus.com

and all is polished and sterile and plain

8
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A few e-mails later and I was exchanging data with Keith. He had

I want to fly, thought the girl,

been one of the brightest boys in the class, and after school,

far beyond the mountains to nowhere,

obtained a first class degree in Edinburgh, a Ph.D. in Cambridge,

where I shall create a Kingdom

emigrated to the USA, and is now Louis Block Professor of

and build up what doesn’t exist

Biochemistry & Molecular Biology at the University of Chicago.
In that country, over the mountains,
One correspondent asked whether Moffats were involved with
golf. I was able to tell him that William Moffat of Glasgow
(1859-1888) apprenticed in leather work, and traded first as a
saddler, later in harnesses, and eventually as a manufacturer of golf
bags. His son, William Baxter Moffat (1892-1916), entered the
business as a golf bag machinist, but joined the Army for WW1,
and died on the Somme. In Musselburgh, William Dow Moffat
(1849-1920) used his skills in metal work to fashion golf clubs. This

where flowers and wildlife abound
no house may be just as the other
and no-one need live in a cage
There one can hear how the Earth speaks
and get to know what life brings
And all people are friendly
while the Sun shines and the Moon smiles.
© Bertil Håkansson (tr from Swedish Colin Moffat)

inspired his two nephews John (1879-1909) and William (1883-1940)
to take up the game professionally. Certainly John was playing

Bertie Håkansson is a journalist, poet and folklore specialist who

abroad, and married a Dutch lady, Freida Kuizanga, but his career

lives in Stockholm. His imagination was inspired by the plight of
3-year-old Ella-Maria Moffat who lived with her parents in an
apartment on one of the upper floors of a sky-blue high-rise
building in one of the suburbs in the north of Stockholm.
Originally, Hagalund was a district of wooden cottages of
working artisans, and famously portrayed by the artist Ole
Olsson in a style somewhat reminiscent of L. S. Lowry. By the late
1960s the area had become a dilapidated slum, and was acquired
and bulldozed by the town, and replaced with an urban park,
where pedestrian and traffic areas were separate, and eight highrise apartment blocks were built. They were clad in ceramic of a
shade of light blue, and are visible for miles around. Of the
former houses, only the cottage of Ole Olsson, now a museum,
remains.

was cut short by an early death.

Colin Moffat,
Genealogist, Clan Moffat UK,
Kingston-on-Thames, February 2015
Email: colinmoffat1@virginmedia.com
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In 1875, Philip and Elizabeth, together with their son James

Secretary’s Report
Our meeting in Moffat this year will be held on the weekend of 21st
and 22nd August 2015.

William, and Elizabeth’s two younger daughters by her first
marriage, Margaret J Moffatt and Sarah Moffatt, emigrated to
Boston, and registered their surname as “Moffatt”, presumably,
being protestants, to avoid association with Irish Catholic
immigrants with the McGahan name. Over time, the name

I was very disappointed with the lack of response to my last
communication and therefore I have had to cancel the provisional
booking I had made to visit Dumfries House.
The presentation of prizes to the children for the writing
competition will be on Friday 21st August 2015 at 10.30am, and we
hope that as many people as possible will be able to attend. I will
again advertise it in the town in the hopes that some locals will
turn up.

“McGahan” was forgotten, the family only ever knew the name
of “Moffatt”, to which the family was very attached, and was
quite surprised to learn that the original name had been
McGahan. Philip died 21 September 1899 in Revere (outside of
Boston)

as

Philip

Moffatt.

Elizabeth

died

in

Newton,

Massachusetts, just outside of Boston 20 February 1923. Michael’s
g-g-grandfather, born James William McGahan, died 1920 in
Newark, New Jersey - his tombstone reads James W. Moffatt. His
son was a well known detective in Newark, New Jersey, Warren
Moffatt.

If there is any interest, a group booking could be made to visit
Drumlanrig Castle in the afternoon of Friday 21st. This visit could
be made easily by car, but I would need to know numbers to
arrange a group guided tour.

One just never knows how many people consult the database. It
is only when they come up with a question via the “SUGGEST”
facility that I become aware of their search. Neil McLauchlan
asked me about his ancestor William Moffat (1853-1899),

The AGM will be held at 2.30 pm on Saturday 22nd August 2015 at
the Proudfoot Centre, Moffat. The Committee Meeting, for those
involved, will also be held on Saturday 22nd August at 10.30am at
the Proudfoot Centre.

10

headmaster of Twynholm School in Kirkcudbrightshire. Noticing
that this was the same branch of the family of a former school
classmate of mine, John Keith Moffat, with whom I’d completely
lost contact, I asked if Neil could put me in touch.
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I took as much detail as these visitors could give me at the time,

We are booked in at Moffat House Hotel for our annual dinner

and then followed up with a visit to the Record Office in Edinburgh

on Saturday 22nd August 2015, at 6.45pm for 7pm. I have again

in December, to follow up the details. The data is now recorded in

asked for a private room, so numbers will be limited. If you wish

the Database, where it is available not only to the families directly

to attend, please e-mail me at the above address. I will then send

concerned, but to anyone else seeking the information.

the menu choices, when I receive them, to be returned to me by
the end of June. If you want to post a request, my address is on

I’m most grateful to Connor Lynch for copious help with the

the front of the Newsletter.

extended family of Michael Moffitt (1835-1905) and Anne Mulligan
of Tobercurry in County Sligo. In particular, for determining that

Please let me know of any interest in the visit to Drumlanrig and

Michael’s eldest son, Bernard (1871-1950), first married in 1909 to

the annual dinner as soon as possible.

Anne Mullarkey, but Anne died in 1913 after prolonged labour
during the birth of their daughter, after which Bernard in 1918 re-

Hoping to see you in August.

married to Annie Doyle.
Bunty
Michael Dowd, writing from the USA, was pleased to find his g-g-

Email : bunty.davies@btinternet.com

g-grandmother, Elizabeth Donnison (1830-1923), Sunderland, in the
Database. Her first husband was Joseph Barker Moffatt who was
said to have been lost at sea around 1862. There was a family
tradition that an "Insurance Policy" document gave the details of a
relative who survived a shipwreck only to die later of exposure, his

A Warm Welcome to New
Members of Clan Moffat UK

body found in a life boat. It has not been possible to find that
document or any further proof of his demise. The two eldest
daughters of Joseph Barker Moffatt remained in Sunderland - Mary
Ann married Robert Crinson and Betsy married Robert Robson.
Elizabeth Moffatt re-married in 1865 to Philip McGahan, and later
that year they had a son, registered as James William McGahan.

18

300 Robert M Raper
301 Mrs C Brown
302 Anne Byrne.
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The difficulty was that each marriage occurred within a census

Heatwave in Moffat
Extracts from Puppets into Scotland by Walter Wilkinson

period, so neither of Agnes’ first two husbands appeared as
married within a census period. I also corresponded with Bob
Raper, son of William Raper and Euphemia Busby Moffat.
Euphemia’s older brother was Alexander McLuckie Moffat who

In the 1930s Walter and Winfred Wilkinson travelled the country on

died in 1943 at El Alamein. I was happy to pass on to Bob the

foot, trailing a tent and a travelling puppet theatre. They performed

mystery that his g-g-g-grandmother, Mary Anne Moffat

puppet shows in the towns and villages they visited. Before they

(1820-1880) b Dumbarton, may have had roots in the Shetlands

arrived in Moffat they camped on a farm in the surrounding

Islands.

hills. .........
A faint breeze, odorous with the heated pines, wafted over us like

The visit to Bannockburn in June 2014 enabled me to meet a

incense, and from the dark trees we looked out over Moffat

number of people seeking information on their forebears. One

quivering obscurely in the heat tremor, and a vast scene of pale hills

was Graeme Neil Moffat, of Auchendinny, Midlothian. He gave

and pale fields, misty with the phenomenal sun, all suspended

me the distinctive name of his grandfather, Mitchell Moffat

from action, as unreal as a painted scene in a theatre. We dreamed

(1907-1981). He in turn was the son of James Moffat (1875-1956),

under the pines, recovering from the hot road and the effort of

an official of the Water Board, and his wife Jemima Mitchell.

finding an audience in the town.

Thereafter it was possible to fit the family in the wider context of

After the bracken and the pines it was difficult to admire the town.

the Midlothian coalfield. Another visitor was Daniel Gary Moffat,

It has a wide High Street, with narrow other streets and interesting

and it was possible to take his family back to Falkirk throughout

corners of grey houses ; it has neat gardens and good shops, and for

the 19th century. Again, another visitor was James McIntosh and

people who like towns it must be a pleasant place to stay in. Queen

his mother Rhonda Moffat. It was possible to trace their ancestry

Victoria thought it the loveliest place in Scotland. But there were

via the shipbuilders in 19th century Govan, although the family

too many vehicles coming and going in the square for itinerant

had emigrated from County Down in the 1860s. And then

show-people and altogether we thought the beauty of Moffat lay in

Catherine Agnes Brown (formerly Moffat) asked about her own

its surroundings, especially in those cool pine woods we had

dynasty of fish merchants from Musselburgh, and it was possible

forsaken for the pleasures of the town. And the roads from Moffat

to show how Robert Moffat (1863-1921) and his son Thomas

will take you at once into the wonderful hills.

Brown Moffat (1905-1995) had built up the business.

12
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Genealogist’s Report

How hot it was! We moved on towards Moffat beneath the sun as
fierce as molten brass, conscious only of the heat and the need to

The Database of Moffats continues to grow, and the number

walk suavely and without effort. There was no shade and no

of entries now surpasses 38,000. I’m still endeavouring to iron

breeze; we were two unprotected specks wandering across a

out anomalies, and assign children to the correct parents. A

huge, molten landscape with Moffat down below us vaguely

recent case in point was Thomas Moffat, who married

discernible through the quivering air. We went on simply because

Isabella Cowie in Bannockburn in 1913. His parents were

we had a programme. It was a long time since the puppets had

John Moffat, shoemaker, and Bridget Hamilton. But there was

performed, and we were growing too content with wandering in

already in the Database also a contemporaneous family of

the quiet hills, listening to the curlew and watching the herons'

John Moffat and Bridget Hamilton, where John was a railway

flight. So we crawled through the heat, victims of desire , and

labourer and lived in Dundee. To allocate Thomas as their

ambition to see if the performance could be given somewhere in

son didn’t seem quite right. But then I noticed another family

Moffat.

of John Moffat and Bridget Hamilton in the 1901 Irish Census

As we came into the town a number of schoolboys in red

for County Leitrim, and this John Moffat was a shoemaker. So

stockings crossed the path on the way to their playing fields, and,

now I could list Thomas Moffat as a child of this family, and

leaving the barrow with Winifred, I followed the line of boys,

assume he had emigrated from Leitrim to Bannockburn.

tracked their school, and offered a performance.
—————

It’s always encouraging to see our own membership using

And she had investigated contemporary affairs, setting off one

the Database. Barbara Munns (m.s. Moffat) came up with a

day with twopence in her pocket to taste the mineral waters of

complex scenario in her own family, regarding Agnes, the

Moffat; but she did not taste them, for she was horrified to find

second wife of James Moffat (1862-1955) of Carlisle. After

that the cost of the glass of water was three pence! Twopence she

much searching, we discovered that Agnes was born Agnes

was prepared to waste – but threepence! For a glass of water!

Cuthbert, 1855 Carlisle, first married Benjamin Jagger in
Huddersfield 1886, but he died 1890. She re-married to

Note regarding Copyright

Francis Scott 1892, but he died 1897. She third married James

Puppets into Scotland was published by Geoffrey Bles in 1935

Moffat, and died in 1913.

and attempts to trace this company have been unsuccessful..
Walter Wilkinson died in 1970 and I would welcome any contact
from his heirs.
16
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a vast scene of pale hills and pale fields, misty with the phenomenal sun, all
suspended from action, as unreal as a painted scene in a theatre.

